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expedition in which the latter lost his life. In co-operation with Ahab's second son Joram, Jehoshaphat made a great campaign against Mesa of Moab, the Mesa of the Moabite Stone, one of the most interesting documents in human history. It was not till after the death of Jehoshaphat that the revolution took place which destroyed the House of Omri, and which is so picturesquely recounted in the Book of Kings. Another revolution which took place at Jerusalem overthrew the power of the widowed Queen Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab. We know very little about this last event, but, like the former, it was undoubtedly a victory for the extreme prophetic or Jahvist party. That party however, although its proceedings could not be justified by any law human or divine, nevertheless had in it a nucleus of good which, before very long, was to come to the surface and govern the future.
The fact that all that we know about Jehu is that he was an Oriental usurper, of the familiar murderous type, should not prevent our seeing that the party which was behind him was far superior to its adversaries. Fanatical it was, furiously fanatical; but its fanaticism, unlike that of Islam and like that of the Protestant Reformation, contained a germ which was to produce great and beautiful things. The savage